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For the Part I offenses, the UCR’s Crime in the United States publication 
includes a wealth of data about specific crime rates, demographic character-
istics of suspects, and crime trends. Crime rates refers to the number of Part 
I offenses that occur per 100,000 residents. Figure 3.1 shows crime rates for 
Part I offenses. Property crime rates (for burglary, larceny-theft, and motor 
vehicle theft) are considerably higher than violent crime rates (for murder, forc-
ible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault). In 2013, approximately 8,630,000 
property crimes were reported to the police. This compares to fewer than 1.2 
million violent crimes being reported the same year. Larceny-theft is always 
the most frequently reported crime, and murders are the least frequent Part I 
offense. As shown in Figure 3.1, each of the offense types dropped dramati-
cally between 1993 and 2013.

The UCR’s Crime in the United States also reports what is known 
as the crime clock (see Figure 3.2). The crime clock provides a general 
breakdown of how frequently crime occurs, assuming that crime happens 
with the same frequency every day of the year, at each time of day. Such an 
assumption is misleading, however, because crime varies each hour of the 
day, each day of the week, each day of the month, and each month of the 
year. As a result, most experts caution against making statements such as, 
“A violent crime occurs every 25 seconds in the United States.” The state-
ment is inaccurate for at least two reasons. First, the UCR collects infor-
mation about crimes known to the police. A large number of crimes are 
not reported to the police. Second, no type of crime occurs regularly over 
time. Some crimes occur more frequently at certain times of the day, on 

OFFENSE DEFINITION

Prostitution and 
Commercialized Vice

The unlawful promotion of or participation in sexual activities for profit, including attempts. To solicit customers or transport 
persons for prostitution purposes; to own, manage, or operate a dwelling or other establishment for the purpose of providing a 
place where prostitution is performed; or to otherwise assist or promote prostitution.

Sex Offenses Offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like. Incest, indecent exposure, and statutory rape are included. 
Attempts are included. (excludes forcible rape, prostitution, and commercialized sex).

Stolen Property (e.g., 
buying)

Buying, receiving, possessing, selling, concealing, or transporting any property with the knowledge that it has been unlawfully 
taken, as by burglary, embezzlement, fraud, larceny, robbery, etc. Attempts are included.

Suspicion Arrested for no specific offense and released without formal charges being placed.

Vagrancy The violation of a court order, regulation, ordinance, or law requiring the withdrawal of persons from the streets or other 
specified areas; prohibiting persons from remaining in an area or place in an idle or aimless manner; or prohibiting persons 
from going from place to place without visible means of support.

Vandalism To willfully or maliciously destroy, injure, disfigure, or deface any public or private property, real or personal, without the 
consent of the owner or person having custody or control by cutting, tearing, breaking, marking, painting, drawing, covering 
with filth, or any other such means as may be specified by local law. Attempts are included.

Weapons: Carrying, 
Possessing, etc.

The violation of laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, possession, concealment, or use 
of firearms, cutting instruments, explosives, incendiary devices, or other deadly weapons. Attempts are included. 

All Other Offenses All violations of state or local laws not specifically identified as Part I or Part II offenses, except traffic violations.

Definitions of Part II Offenses (Continued)TABLE 3.1

Federal Bureau of Investigation

crime clock: Data reported 
in Crime in the United States, 
providing a general breakdown 
of how frequently crime 
occurs.


